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one et progreſſu inquiſitio fit perdifficilis, ne- 
que ullo fere tempore non extiterit religio ; 1 
qua conſuetudine tradita, atque inſtituti 
5 ina pereepta; ad naturalem tamen reli- 
4 gionem recte reducentur omnia, quæ ex re- 
ris naturaliter co oriantur, id 
eſt, quæ innoteſcere homini us naturaliter p 
tuiſſent; etiamſi ex divina revelatione re i- 
pfa ptimitus innotuerint. Ea quippe ratione 
| ntpotye FOR in gan natur et gen. 
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I 12 Kr pariter fe- 
cepta moribus, longaque populorum conſis: 
f tdine u tata; i due tamen ex rerum naturis 
manifeſte fluunt, ea ad fontem nature ; quæ 
Pe aliter, ea ad communem quandam gen- 
nſer fionem referenda eſſe præſeribunt. 

Ex altera tamen parte ſedulo cavendum eſt, 
ne 1 amplientur naturalis religionis * 
_ Chriſtiane religionis hoſtis, omnium, 

qui jen Fit fuerunt, verſutiſſimus, ita defi- 
nit naturalem en ut in ea contineri 
affitmet omnia, quæ in rerum veritate et 
4 naturi fundata atque conſtituta fint.” Hine 


inanis eſſet et prorſus ſupervacua, vel nulla 
alia; on naturalis. Nos quidem in Chriſtiana 
N e nihil contineri, quod in rerum uni- 
vor natura fundamentum certum firmiſ- 
fimeque conſtitutum non habeat; non modo 
libentiſſime confitemur, verum etiam ipſi con- 
tendimus. lidem tamen affirmamus, Chri- 
Main religionis quamplu urima rerum in natu- 
ris fundari earum, quæ partim hominibus e- 
een ignoratæ, partim per ſolam revela- 
tionem Chriſtianam explicatz atque expli- 
candz ſunt. Unde et illud etiam conſtat, quod, 
fi Chriſtiane religionis nonnulla, cum ſemel 
_ divinitus innotuerint, quam vera rectaque Hint 
2 ratio my noſtra r e 1 7 ua ba- 
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| A dic ods re aces tua — aut 
nimia virium ſuarum confidentia in ſummam 
impietatem arroganter proſiliat.—In zſtiman- 
dis, denique, argumentorum momentis, in- 
que adſenſione noſtra adhibenda ſuſtinendave. 
obſervatio quædam ſubtilis eſt; ne, dum i inſa- 
niam vitemus eorum, qui nihil certo percipi 
comprehendiq ue poſſe affirmant; ; in temerita- 
tem rurſus incidamus eorum, qui aut 3 2 
P aut ja bas non * e perce- 


rum ente norma et principum. | 
primum, .fines bonorum et malorum —. 
guit; deinde, univerſam officiorum rationem 
exequitur; temperantiz modum legeſque ju- 
ſtitiæ deſignans, invictæ etiam fortiti dinis tum 
vires regens, tum ſupſidia miniſtrans. 
Quibus autem vis in officiorum finibus 
normaque inveniendis progrediatür ratio hu- 
mana, non eſt hujus 1 inſtituti atque temporis 
Mm gnlatim « diſſerere. Hoc tantum dicam; in 
naturis, tum noſtri ipſorum, tum rerum cete- 
rarum, conſpicuas deprehendi notas, que ſi | 
recte obſerventur, certa confici poſſit rerum 
i expetendarum. argus 2 . ſcientia.? 
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nata ad utilia 2 tum privater, tum Fab 15 
c, com Jar nd a, oe won que con ontraria; 
hzc, inquam; . ſunt, d quibus in ſe quiendis pru- 3 
dentia Continetur, et vitam humanam gube: 
nat. Hec autem prudentia, cum Altius ad- 
ſpexer] it, et non ſolum ſapientiam vimque di- 
vinam in rebus condendis,. ſed et voluntatem 
mentemque divinam in hominibus gubernan- | = 
dis illuſtratam fuerit contemplata; quz natu- 
raliter honeſta utiliaque ſunt, ab auctore na- 
turz præcipi, inque diyino imperio — 5 
do ſuas omnes utilitates quam INT . elle 
conſtitutas, neceſſario intelliget _ „ 
Tis, qua hactenus de naturali rc = 
ximus, concinit divina revelatio. E 42 quam- 5 
plurima et ſcientiæ cognita et officiorum F 8 
cepta, quæ a natura ipſa, auſpice ratior e, do- 1 
ceamur quam vera rectaque ſint; et re _—. 
neceſſarium eſt, N ſacra ſcriptura „ 
ſtatur. Ad agnitionem. ipſius revelationis d- 


vine per principia naturaliter cognita, aque 
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ratione percepta, neceſſario perveniri, of 8 
dicemus, - Sacta autem Scriptura Ju ealenter  — } 
declarat * ON, T4 72 F des, etiamſi ſint a dogs ra, ne- VF 


que corporeis hiſce oculis adf{j pectabilia; 3 vou- 
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 recta, ſententia certique fines ex notitäis re- 


et deſeribi debeant. Ut de genere toto breyi- 
ter dicam; lex quædam eſt naturæ congru- 


omnibuſe ue ratione utentibus intellectu ell 
Hac Et nici, id eſt, in naturalis religionis 
conditione conftituti, "tenebantur +; ex ejus 
ſententia vel perituri olim, vel incolumes fu- 
turi. _Ejus "og legis | tanta lux eſt, tamque 
8 ſe man 
- raculis ipfis judicare ratio poſſit ||, contra itlam 
_ Imiracula nulla valere debeant. QC 1 
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munium ræce 8 A N 868 atque ejus 1 
mn! anon ens fere generalia; ; quorum adeo 


pariter communibus, earumque naturis 
rationi naturali evidentibus, erui plerumque 


ens, ad omnes ratione præditos pertingens, 


ſta; ut ex illius norma de mi- 


non ſolum eorum, quæ ad noſtra officia p 


tinent, ſed corum, quæ mundi rectorem te- Pr 
dent, judieium Scriptura nonnunquam homiJiſ| te 
num rationi ſabjicit F; quo certe de 1 om 1a 
vi, naturalis religionis indagatrici, inpietag vn 
, i n potuit ec cu 
culentius. „ „ an 
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lis ionis auQoritatem veritaternque A aſtruit. 
Nam, cum aliarum rerum m plurimarum, tum 
etiam ve vers * 's, religions, 5 ad cognitionem duptici 
via ratio rvenit; . „ imprimis, inveltiga- 
tone; auQtoritate, dio le, dodrine.. "Chr 
1anz autem reli Jonis origo diyina a A- 
ctoxitas ex 11s indicits eſt manifeſta x rationl,, * : 
quibus vel naturalis religionis,. vel Bature x "i 
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at us, continuuſque cauſarum ordo diyinam, 
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im atqu gubernativnem demonſtrent ; ad | 
eandem profecto vim effectricem et guberna- | 
tricera naturz referenda eſt ſtatus illius ſfubita 
maximieque inſolita Immutatio, : 94 7 4 

præſertim magnarun 4 - caufarum: de Nel in- 
terruptus, vel invetſus odo. E 
racula e efficaciæ cujuſd; am, « 
vires exſuperet, argumenta certa unt; 
cula vero Ila, qua divinam præſtant Er 
anam religionem, talia multa erant, . 
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1 aütem, fi ferum PE, tanto C1 
2M artificio prudentiaque fabricatæ, ut nihil ne- 
que ad ſpeciem pulchrius, neque ad |utilitatem 
cumulatius eſſe potuiſſet ; ; auctorem ſuum non 
S ſolum maximum, verum etiam e 
mum optimumque palam declarent: miracu- 
la itidem Chriſtiana non ſolum ſunt numero 

pene infinita, et ma nitudine | ſpecieque ma- 
. mirabilia; ſed - fere vi 7 indole, 
ut divinam plane ſcientiam repra ſenteht, ſum- 
mamque benignitatem et prudentiam f irent. 

| Chriſti, et ejus Apoſtolorum miracula id ſem- 
per ageb: ant, ut 'hominum tam Cor rd a mor- 
borum atrocitate, quam animi a Dæmonum 
tyrannide vindicarentur ; 3. mirandaque illorum 
cloquentia non magis lin guarum facultate 
multiplici, quam doctrinarum optimarum va- 

_- nietate: Gili uebatur. Ille autem prop hetia- 
rum inſtructifſimus ordo, qui vel, a Prima re- 
rum origine exorſus, a de Ct riſto venturo ſum - 
ma cum conſenfione. fig nificavit ; vel, ab ipfo 
continuatus, tempora longo interyallo futura 
gtaphice depinxit ;. illius nequit non eſſe ſei- 
entiæ, quæ et cogitationes hominum abditifſi- 
mas petſerutetur, et res univerſas tum ambitu 

tio complectatur, tum imperio gubernet. 

Denique, divinz voluntatis cofjectufas at- 
gue i ee * rerum naturis haberi, 
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IL quidern, $i liquida' voce nos allequi vellet Be. 
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den mitacula valent. Nam verba et voces 
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rem a Deo profectum eſſe illum, qui: munere 
tam eximio donatus, tamque præpotenti au- 
vile adjutus ſit &. Præſertim cum idem ille, 

nomine eodem divino, et miracula perficiat, | 
& e haccipiendam commendet . Quod. 
ſi hæc ipſa vox Dei ſit ex miraculis, mutis il- 
lis quidem, 2 te nihilominus fignificans — 
tibus, expreſſa, Hic e me miſſus uae 1. 6 
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tu funtilla, quæ talem docentem audimus; mi- 
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dicia ubique provocat, ea ue pene omnia 
complectitur; ut ad hzc quidem debite per- 
pendenda magis admonitio Leg diving, 
quam ad probanda teſtimonii fides de derart 
5 videatur. 3 = TING. Ny 
_ Sed 'nec bis” mira Sn w "Ty a 10 L 
| eſt, vel præcipuus, ut ad genuine nature-di- | 
_ tata nos revocent, attentoſque reddant. Ha- 
bent enim 1 itima ee Ter mome enta, 
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Hing:Chriſtus, cum, omnium/arguinentorum - | : 


inſtar, divinum de diſcipline ſuæ veritate te- 
ſtimonium prætuliſſet; auctoritate doctrinz fi- 
argumentorum momen- 
haque diſceptationum ſubtilitate, 
licuit. Hine dus Apoſtoli, 0 doctrinarum ru- 
= vitaque atque fied lices, divine 
potentiæ efficacia non ſapientic humane ver» 
bis, evangelium accipiendum præſtiterunt. 
Iinc Wer infinitus, qui interdum rectum ; 
idet, em miraculis conſignatam ſine 
bitatian , amplexus- -eſt ; philoſophi autem 
renin reſpuerunt. Ille rerum earum,. 
quæ divinitus eſſent patefactæ, neque a natu- 
rali ratione explorari atque comprehendi poſ- 
ſent; fidem tamen certam ex divina docentis 
auctoritate præſtari recte exiſtimavit: Hi rurſus, 


quod earum rerum, que docerentur, verita- 


tem a doctoris auctoritate ſrjunctam, 
intuert non Peter * . doctoris auctoritatem 
nihili reputarunt. Hinc, denique, ſacra Scri- 
ptura humanæ ſapientiæ repugnare, et bel 
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metiri velit; neque quidquam 
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ligione continentur tum normam certam in- 


venire poteſt, tum vim {ententiamque PO 


pere atque intelligere. 1 Bd 
Imprimis, libros ab ae iplis, 1. 
que divinitus adflatis, Chriſtianæ religionis 
conſeripto ac n cOnmunere,” 3 a 
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ther the God of the Hebrews was the Lord, 'or the ſupreme God . 

(v. 2, 3. xiv. 18. xviii. 11.) In neither of theſe queſtions, 8 5 | 

ſtractedly conſidered, could natural reaſon judge any thi „ 


The former, therefore, was decided by miracles (iv. 30 4 | 

the latter, in a competition of theſe, was decided by 5 

miracles, which evinced the finger of Go, or Leal 6 Goof 

the yo 6g en K Vil. _— nd he LES. 
. Mau. vii 5 6 | 


3 0 
Rs - : * 5 « * WORST C fs £ > 


V7: 
3 


wiſts Thor as to the falſe 
me 3 : 


=. ith of the goſpel in preachi ing 
ne —_ —.— truth of Fi 


. d een of ene; 
L by their / 1 zus are wonders, however 1 agd 
4 oniſbing, to decerve the elect of that genera- 
tion, or any conſiderate Chriſtian; who ſhot C 
- tend to what the deceivers themſelves pre- W 
tended, and to what their Lord had 0 o th 
| teimnly both commanded and Fig +” = ON 
But what ſhall we ay to ie ſuppoſed | 
f miffion of an Angel 7 is ig 
pot one glorious: W of the true ( A 
; ok e rf. "PIE 


4 


” . & ww. 


8 


-of ** 
— 


more infal ible, | 


. F 2 3 . 5 8 4 * 5 15 
— 
19 1 „ $25 


his agony, te | 
companying his 


o God mani 


_- indeed in a matter” of pure revelation we 


i = - not the Angel of Jeſus Chriſt,” 


ä our Le 


gel or io 2 in 18555 nene, 0 5 1 

| ; y 1 ou Lord et Chriſt, "The 
7ery > poopolit of his character is our Tevuittty 
in reſecting him. For here we do not argue, 


uſually cannot argue 3 40 Four 3 is 
e falſe, therefore ou are a | Bot 
| the argument” is ce tain p- 
* goſpel” of Jeſus Chriſt, therefore you are 


3 
o# 


' -Aﬀter all, it muſt be ackriowlet os that 
ie Apoſtle's ſuppoſition © is accommodated; 
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caſe” may, nevertheleſs, enable us in 58 | pr 
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our written ſyſtem of all neceſſary truth. It fat 
may ſhew us, how the pretenſions of all thoſe IU pu 
impoſtors, who would derive from our Lord | the 


Jeſus Chriſt, as the fountain of divine revela- the 
tion and . aut bor of our faith, whether dif 
© Montanus or Mabomet, the aſſertors of a tem- || wi 
porary inſpiration in themſelves, or of a the 
ſtanding inſpiration in the pope or his coun- fac 
cils, may be tried and diſproved by the teſt he: 
d's true goſpel; It is the common 
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Concerning the evidences . Weir 
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teachers of a new doctrine or religion, © come 
in the name of 6ur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 'as an 

authorized revealer of the bidden . , 5 
ich God ordained before "the world" unto our 
glory; they ſuppoſe, and, in effect, refer to 
a pre-eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of faith once delivered 


the rule of .judging concerning the reality of 
any of his 4 3 pecially 2 6 far 
as they are relative to the ſame: And as to 
our modern pretenders, the ' Romaniſts and 
enthufiaſts, who erect a claim of an inſpired = 

infallibility - upon the written word of the 
ſcriptures, and yet maintain doctrines and + 
practices inconſiftent with the rule of Apoſto-' 
lical doctrine, which is clearly ſet forth in the 
ſame ſcriptures; nay, inconſiſtent with the 
pure and undefiled religion of nature itſelf ;- 
they may, from the general intendment of 
the Apoſtles decifion, as well as from the in- 
diſputable reaſon of the thing, be rejected 
without our making an anxious inquiry, whe- 
ther they can exhibit the genuine and ſatiſ- 
factory marks of an Apoſtle or an Aon from 
heaven. 

And yet Wey St to exhibit theſe mutks' 
to every one's immediate obſervation ; for it 
is one r * ** es, a 

oF divine 


FCC R IO? F 


3 * A 1 * 4 4 2 


* o $15 3 F KI \ F 
2 i — . d 2 7 ” ; Vo ; 8 „ 
+ -% : : * * To 88 es Ti. 
ö 2 * 5 8 A 
; ; LEVY 2 4 47 L ( 
e ; N Py 7 ” 
N i . | 82 3 3 
* * s af = P44 G N EY 5 ot tad 1 . — - * "1 
4 8 5 . 2 1 I Vs ; 
Ns ; f * A S: dp, — 3 1 5 
184 p * WF 2s A 7 1 » © 
* A * 9 
* 4 
; of - 
2 - 
* 
j 


to he Gints, which muſt, conſequently,  -— 


fon are only probabl | n 
the they are nat 10 as 44 Ne 0 3 
beſides that they are palpably con radar w Þ 

each ot They W an Tur 95 9 Y to 


fſections; uſing a kin , CO00E. Bf 
very juſtly EAN to be incondlaßve] in behalt 
ll the Chriſtian rexelation itſelf; Orelſe they 
gue for it from ſeveral paſſages of the holy 
; = 7 19 55 e od. a 
prog perſede the boaſted ne- 
Fer 3 infallible voucher or an in- 
fallible intern preter of the ſeriptures ; the 6 
vine Ev c the authentic tradition, and 
the ſenſe of the ſeriptures, intelligible to the 
common reaſon of mankind, 1 acknow- 
ledged by all parties previoufl y to his teſti- 
mony and e e e T. 
| conſequence, the . 
Furs yp Soya 


et theſe and the it unite thi 5 
bürs te dirediith the credibllity of thele ex 
grounds; the” one to make an achlitatfly mp 
poled infallibiliry the "hy Toundadon, the 
other to. underitihe” 2 y fo 1 nich af & 4 


e a ard 0 cnc in e met hd. * 5 
of + nn them; the * art! uneet⸗ 
rupt tradition of the Teriptiires ate gerte 

pon the ſureſt foundation of Hiſtorical fach; 
this. authority. is proved to be diredtly _ 
upon the e principle: of the ſoundeſt | 
phy; and the true ſenſe of the e "is 
all points of neceſſary faith and practice, is Af. 
cettained according | is the rules of juſt ctit- 
a brook ate allowed to be ſatisfactöry its 

terpreting all other atitlent mohutnentz, ot 
"<A of. opinions and paſt matters of fact. 
Hence ariſes the full affurance' of fe 
renders all unbelief and dif bedi "Its 
excuſable. And hende maß all particular 
chufehes and all Chriffan people, hereſb- 
ever diſpetſed, be "roditiralhed in the unity of 
Chriſt's 5 1, as well as in the Fellowſhip: of 
his love. oh neither 75 Chi d, 1 is 
bis goſpel any ober but ane; though there may 
be many d goſpels ſubverting the cove- 
„ Ok er £ the: fevelation. 0 5 —4 


ll ⁵˙ u. ⅛⁵ ll . ˙² V IE IT 8 


S e 


the preach ng of his A oltles, 
d by: different perſons, and con- 
fiſtic 198 er 5 Ew 3k yet nt: the fame 
5 90 of our Foy Jeſus Chriſt, or they con 
tain different, but Fog ape” parts. of 
revelation reſpecting his golpe 
the relation of His miniſtry 5 made : "St. 
Matthew or St. John, yet it is not Os $4 
tpels, but the go ſpel of: Jeſus Chriſt accord | 
to their hiſtory; and whether converts Were 
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